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About IWUF Athiete of the Year Awards

To recognize outstanding wushu athletes as outstanding role models in the sport
of wushu, and to better encourage more wushu participants to contribute to the
development of the sport worldwide,the IWUF has established the following

Athlete of the Year Awards in 2022.
Wushu Taolu Athlete of the Year 2022
Wushu Sanda Athlete of the Year 2022

Traditional Wushu Athlete of the Year 2022
Wushu Taolu Rising Star of the Year 2022
Wushu Sanda Rising Star of the Year 2022

After the IWUF Athletes Committee’s preliminary evaluation, 62 candidates from
countries and regions entered in the public Voting. The one-month public
voting determine the 10 winners of the 2022 IWUF Athlete of the Year Awards.
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Lai Xiaoxiao

WshuifaolulsemalelithietelofthelNean2022
Lai Xiaoxiao .

Chinese superstar Xiaoxiao Lai has built a remarkable golden wushu career,
becoming one of her nation’s most prestigious and decorated athletes. Born
in Anhui, China, and a longtime member of the Anhui wushu team, Xiaoxiao
has won top honors at every competition that challenged her. She is a World
Champion gold medalist (13th World Wushu Championships, 2015) and
World Cup gold medalist (1st Taolu World Cup, 2016) in Qiangshu. And in
China, where the wushu competition is unremittingly fierce, Xiaoxiao is a
multi-time national champion, winning 8 gold medals in the China National
Wushu Championships between 2013-2019. In 2017, at the highest level of
Chinese sport, the National Games of China, Xiaoxiao just missed the top
spot - becoming the silver medalist in the women’s all-around Changquan,
Jianshu and Qiangshu. But this only motivated her to train harder, and in
2021 she reached the golden pinnacle of her career — after 16 years as a
professional athlete -- finally winning first place and becoming the all-around
women’s champion at the National Games of China. In 2022 she was chosen
to compete in The World Games in Birmingham, where she clinched the
gold medal in Changquan and met IOC President Thomas Bach for lively
conversation about wushu and some impromptu swordplay. Xiaoxiao was
also awarded the coveted World Games Athlete of the Day award for her
outstanding winning performance.
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Wis(im Urnolr Hals At of (e Year 2022
| Kameron Li nz.)

In New Zealand, Kameron Li is the best in his specialty, long weapon,
attaining first place in the 2022 New Zealand National Wushu Competition
and being the only one to have a score above 9.0. He also led his school
team in the New Zealand Interschool Competition to 1st place, promoting
the growth of wushu in New Zealand. Previously, he got valuable
experience participating in the 7th World Junior Wushu Championships
in Brasilia, and the 15th World Wushu Championships in Shanghai, in
Qiangshu. This year, Kameron attended rigorous trainings despite doing
university entrance exams, and he worked hard to prepare in Qiangshu
and Jianshu for the world stage in Indonesia, pushing through injuries
and other difficulties. Thus, his 8th place in the 8th World Junior Wushu
Championships is very meaningful for the young athlete. Kameron
remarked that it is really a great coincidence that he celebrated his 18th
birthday the day before his Qiangshu event on the 8th of December and
got 8th place in the 8th World Junior Wushu Championships!
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" Li Yueyao

WushuiSandalkemaleiithletelothelean2022
L1 YUeyao cun)

Li Yueyao holds the title of International Sports Master of China and in 2019
she received the Medal of Honor for Sports of the People's Republic of China.
In her weight category of 52 kg she has won gold medals at the Asian Games
and the World Wushu Championships. In 2013 she won the silver medal for
women's 52kg in the sanda competition at the 12th National Games of China.
In 2015 she won first place in the National Sanda Championships. In 2016
she won the gold medal in the 9th Asian Wushu Championships. In 2017 she
was champion of the Sanda Asian Cup. In 2018 she won first place in the
National Wushu Sanda Championships, and became the 52kg gold medal
champion at the 18th Asian Games. In 2019 she took first in the National
Wushu Sanda Championships and then won the gold medal in the 15th World
Wushu Championships in Shanghai. In 2022 she became champion again in
the National Wushu Sanda Championships.
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WushutSandajMalelithieteloiithelNea2022
Praveen Kumar (no
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Praveen Kumar has been training in sanda since 2012 and has participated
in numerous district, state and national sanda events, defending his title as
India’s national champion for 4 years. In 2016 he won a silver medal in the
9th Asian Wushu Championship. In 2017 he won a silver medal in the Asian
Cup. In 2019 he won the gold medal at the 15th World Wushu Championships
in Shanghai.
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Chen Suijin ko)

Chen Suijin started learning wushu at the age of 10. She most recently won
a 1st category prize at the 8th World Kungfu Championships in Emeishan in

Championships. In 2020, she received the title of Ten Outstanding Young
Persons in Hong Kong, China. Her coaches note, Suijin is a hardworking
and professional athlete with al well-rounded character who excels in a
variety of wushu events. The sportsmanship she shows is a model for
younger athletes. She also always promotes wushu around Hong Kong,
China with performances and demonstrations.
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Sun Chunyan cun International Wushu Federation

-

As a youth Chunyan Sun learned Taizu routines and later entered the V1 _[;_‘2;}
Cangzhou Sports School. He won many champions in Hebei Province. He : =
then became a student of the Beijing Sport University between 1995 and 1999
and learned Taiji Push Hands from Prof. Men Huifeng and Huang Kanghui.
He also learned Pigua and Fengmogun from Prof. Wang Huafeng. He was a
3-time national champions of Tajiquan, Taijjian and a silver medalist of Push
Hands. From 2002-2005, Chunyan taught Taijiquan on CCTV. He has been
awarded 7th Duan of CWA and is a judge of national grade in China, judging
many national and international competitions. Most recently Chunyan won

World Kungfu Championships.
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Sun Chuhyan



EemaleitiushuaolinRisingiStagoihelieanz022
 Yang Jin chn

Jin Yang was born in Anhui Province and entered the Beijing Shichahai
Sports School in 2016 to study changquan, but began practicing Taijiquan
with the Beijing Wushu Team in 2019 after shifting her focus to taiji. In
2019 she ranked 1st place in Taijiquan all-around at the 2nd Youth Games
of the People’s Republic of China. In 2022 she won first place twice, with
double gold medals in both Taijiquan and Taijishan at the 8th World Junior
Wushu Championships, winning honor for her team and country. Jin’s
comprehensive skills, outstanding style, and positive mental outlook help
make her a top youth athlete in China with much promise.
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MalelWushullaolufRiSingiStagothelean202:2
Gianmarco Salzano r»)

Italy’s Gianmarco Salzano began studying wushu when he was 5 years
old. His first international competition was at the 2019 Moscow Wushu
Stars where he ranked 11th in Changquan. In Tangerang, Indonesia, he
placed 10th in Daoshu and 11th in Gunshu at the 8th World Junior Wushu
Championships. He is popular with his fellow athletes, with a passion for his
sport, excellent sportsmanship, and a positive mental attitude.
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| Diana Rahimi ()

Diana Rahimi has been practicing wushu for 7 years and has been competing
in many high level sanda events. She won her first international gold medal
in the sanda competition at the 8th World Junior Wushu Championships in
Tangerang, Indonesia in 2022. Her federation believes she is a new super
star female sanda athlete with a bright and shining future ahead of her in the
sport.
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' Tanish Nagar o)

India’s Tanish Nagar has been practicing sanda since 2017 and has
participated in national championship events becoming twice a Sub-Junior
Champion and twice a Junior Champion. Internationally he won a gold
medal at the Batumi International Wushu Championships in Georgia. In
2022 he won the gold medal in his category at the 8th World Junior Wushu
Championships in Tangerang, Indonesia.
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Interaction on Social Media

#IWUFAOTY #WushuAOTY
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