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About IWUF s Athiete of the Month

Wushu athletes make the best ambassadors for the sport. Their brilliant
performance on the field displays the charm of wushu, and their self-discipline,
perseverance and sportsmanship are most inspiring for the new generation of
athletes as well as the general public.

This is why in 2022 we launched the IWUF Athlete of the Month (AOTM) Program,
which aims to recognize the outstanding efforts, passion and dedication our
athletes make to the sport of wushu. The debut of the program received a popular
and enthusiastic reception on our social media platforms, and we are looking
forward to highlighting the career of athletes from all over the world every
month. These athletes’ profiles will not only bring recognition to deserving and
hardworking athletes, but also help promote the sport of wushu globally.
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Slnamdrs Wnsh Teim St
Yang Shunhong cxn

As a famous wushu athlete of the China or Shaanxi (not both) provincial team,
Yang Shunhong has won numerous titles at the National Games, the Asian
Championships, the World Wushu Championships, the Taolu World Cup, etc..
Through perseverance and dedication, Yang, at the age of 31, won champion

Men’s Chen-style Taijiquan (56 style) of the 2021 Wushu Taolu Virtual
Competition (WTVC). As a matter of fact, in 2017, he has already won the gold
medal in Men’s Taijiquan at the 14th World Wushu Championships (WWC),
which was the 1st world champion prize of his career. Then in the 2nd Taolu
World Cup held a year later in Yangon, Myanmar, he picked up the gold medal
again in Men'’s Taijiquan.

We eagerly look forward to Yang Shunhong’s continued wushu success, and
to his next appearance at the 2023 Hangzhou Asian Games where he seeks to
win another championship gold, and show the world the dazzling style of his
taiji!

Scan the QR code and read his story.
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lehanomsiShiningiStan,
| Patricia Nseir .en)

For over a decade, Lebanon’s premier wushu star Patricia Nseir brightened wushu arenas around the
world with her graceful taolu performances. An amateur athlete from a small team of a small country,
she may not have won a handful of gold medals like some of her contemporaries have. However,
having participated in six WWCs, she embodies all the top qualities one would expect of a champion
and is part of an inextricably woven global wushu community. In Lebanon, Patricia has coached
and managed the junior taolu team, organizes national championships, umpired various events,
and coordinated competitions. Her first WWC brought her to Toronto, Canada in 2009, while her last
WWC was the one held in Shanghai. Besides running a sports therapy clinic and coaching students,
she herself still trains on a regular basis. She has also started a PhD program just before the
pandemic. Her thesis, Wushu in Lebanon: the Story of an Identity Construction, sums up her years of
experience and knowledge on a sociological, cultural and historical level, all of which gained through
the practice of wushu.

Her work to help make wushu history in her country, spur its progression, and chronicle its history
displays an extraordinarily deep commitment, focus and passion. In whatever role she decides to
take on next, we look forward to Patricia Nseir’s helping write yet another page of wushu history for
Lebanon.

Scan the QR code and read her story.
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AfnicaniiopiusShulStan,
Amr Kasem &cv)

One of Egypt’s premier athletes is Amr Ibrahim Abdelraham Mahmoud Kasem. He has been
a member of the Egyptian National Wushu Team for more than 10 years, and he is one of
Africa’s top wushu stars. Amr discovered wushu when he was five years old and grew
to specialize in Gunshu and Changquan, as well as Shuangdao and Duilian. He made his
international wushu debut in Kuala Lumpur at the 12th World Wushu Championships in 2013,
and in 2014 he entered the Nanjing Youth Wushu Tournament and to get the highest score
in Gunshu. He won three bronze medals in the 2015 Mediterranean Wushu Championships
in Daoshu, Gunshu and Changquan. In 2017 he went to the 14th World Wushu Championships
in Kazan and took 4th place in Shuangdao. Two years later in Shanghai at the 15th WWC he
placed fourth again. Amr has also won gold medals in three events — Changquan, Daoshu and
Gunshu - at four consecutive African Wushu Championships.

He helps with his talent, enthusiasm and international success to build and develop the sport
of wushu on the African continent.

Scan the QR code and read his story.
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AnericaniushusStan
Lucy Lee (usa

American athlete Lucy Lee has had a most remarkable and winning wushu career. She has competed
at 4 WWCs - in 2013, 2015, 2017 and 2019 respectively — and became a star fixture of the USA
national wushu team. She has also amazed the world with her outstanding performance at 3 World
Junior Wushu Championships, picking up a bronze medal in Nandao in 2014, a silver in Nanquan
and a bronze in Nandao in 2015, and then a gold in 2016. A year later at the 2017 WWC in Kazan, she
won a silver in Duilian. In 2018, she won a bronze in Nanquan and Duilian at the 2nd Taolu World
Cup as well as two bronze medals in Nanquan and Nandao at the FISU’s 1st World University Wushu
Championships. At her last event, i.e. the 2019 WWC in Shanghai, Lucy won a bronze in Nangun.
Lucy’s accomplishments beyond wushu are also remarkable. She studied electrical engineering and
computer science at MIT, was captain of MIT’s varsity track and field team, and was also involved with
two dance teams on campus. Outstanding athletic ability, discipline, power and artistry have made
this American wushu star truly stand out among a field of champions, and excited fans in the US are
looking forward to her best performance yet when the next World Wushu Championships comes to
Dallas in 2023.

Scan the QR code and read her story.
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IndonesiaisiGoldeniChamnion
Edgar Marvelo na

Edgar Marvelo is one of Indonesia’s most famous wushu stars. At the 2019
World Wushu Championships in Shanghai, Edgar managed to pull off
an incredible wushu hat trick -- by winning 3 gold medals in Changquan,
Gunshu and Duilian. This achievement of triple gold made Marvelo the most
prolific non-Chinese wushu athlete during a single rendition of World Wushu
Championships.

His wushu prizes ramping up to this moment included a bronze medal at
the 2017 SEA Games, a silver medal in Daoshu at the 2017 World Wushu
Championships, and a silver medal in Changquan at the 2018 Asian Games.
Despite a hiatus in competition during Covid, Edgar continued to train for the
2022 World Games in Birmingham, and triumphed there with a gold medal in
Changquan, achieving one of the top performances of his career.

Scan the QR code and read his story.
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RustraliaisiiaijinuaniChampion
Krista Brennan (aus)

Australia’s Krista Brennan began her wushu journey over a decade ago, and while
she has won many medals and awards, she considers her learning and adventures
in taijiquan far from over. Krista won her first international medal in Anhui, China,
as part of the Australian team’s group performance at the 6th World Kungfu
Championships, and went on to win a bronze and a gold medal in 2017 at the World
Kungfu Championships. One career highlight came with winning gold in all her
events and being crowned Overall Women’s Champion at the Tai Chi Association
of Australia annual competition in 2018. In 2019 she achieved her personal best at
the World Kungfu Championships with two silvers and a bronze for her Taijidao,
Duilian and Taijiquan routines.

Krista’s approach is to keep learning and growing. She appreciates her sport for
widening her life experience in a myriad of ways. She also teaches taiji to beginning
students now. While travel has broadened her worldview, she says her greatest
prize is that of joining an incredible taiji community in Australia and around the
world, sharing a unique and special connection with kungfu friends.

Scan the QR code and read her story.
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lran’s Top Samda Fghisr
| Mohsen Mohammad Seifi (r)

Mohsen Mohammadseifi is one of Iran’s most celebrated and decorated
sanda athletes,He has spent 20 years practicing wushu and winning
world champion events. His sanda career includes being a 3-time gold
medalist at the Asian Games and winning 5 gold medals at World Wushu
Championships. In 2009 Mohsen was the silver medalist at the World Wushu
Championships, but for the rest of his career he would win only gold medals
at the 2011, 2013, 2015, 2017 and 2019 WWC. His 3 Asian Games gold medals
were won in 2010, 2014 and 2018. He is an active athlete who is currently
competing in the Iran Wushu Pro League and with his team he has achieved
the champion title 4 times in row including 2022.

Scan the QR code and read his story.
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leadsiaiNewiGeneration[ofitalianiushulChampions
Alfonso Barbharisi (ra)

Alfonso Barbarisi began training wushu at the age of 4. Coached by
Italy’s most famous wushu star, Michele Giordano, Alfonso began his
international competition at the age of 11 in Ankara at the World Junior
Wushu Championships where he won a silver medal in Qiangshu. In 2018 he
won two silver and two gold medals at the European Wushu Championships
in Moscow. At the 15th World Wushu Championships in Shanghai, his first
senior international wushu competition, Alfonso gained priceless experience
and qualified for the 2022 World Games in Birmingham. There he fought
a hard battle and emerged victorious as the combined silver medalist in
Jianshu and Qiangshu. Alfonso studies sports science at Campobasso
University, and works as a wushu instructor at the University Sport Center.

Scan the QR code and read his story.
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BriihySiBrazillintofushiSy o aiSnotlight
I Michele Santos &ra

Top Brazilian athlete Michele Santos won a bronze changquan medal at
The World Games 2022 in Birmingham, USA, and subsequently met I10C
President Thomas Bach, as she represented wushu in the Americas. Born in
Brasilia, Brazil, Michele has been a multiple gold medalist at the continental
Pan American Wushu Championships, where she debuted internationally
in 2012. She was a bronze medalist at the 2017 BRICS Games, and has
competed for the Brazilian National team at the past two World Wushu
Championships, in Kazan, Russia and Shanghai, China. Majoring in physical
education at university in Brazil, she is currently working to complete her
Masters degree in Beijing, and hopes to devote her career to teaching and
promoting the sport of wushu in Brazil and the Americas.

Scan the QR code and read her story.
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LonuiindiGoloriuliNushnppurney
| Corey Johnstone (us)

As one of Australia’s most seasoned wushu competitors, Corey Johnstone has
dedicated more than half his life to the sport. In 2003, when he was 23, he went
to China to train in wushu. Two years later, he competed in his first international
competition, the 8th WWC in Hanoi, and since then he has been competing
actively in the IWUF’s wushu events. He has also helped build an Australian and
international following for his favorite event, xingyi quan.

Corey’s long and colorful wushu journey has led him to embrace internal styles,
TCM, and Taoist philosophy, and inspired him to travel widely, exploring other
cultures, and making lifelong friends around the world. Along the way he faced
deep challenges and struggles with serious injury, but wushu became the path
he took to regain his health. Today he continues to look toward elite competition
to challenge his best self, and he has also parlayed his wushu training into an
exciting stuntman career in Australian film and television.

Scan the QR code and read his story.
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[sraelslkisHistoseWoHuAStuEhampionshipsiGooMealist
Anastasia Chiriliuc ¢sr

Winning the gold medal in Shuangjian at the 15th WWC in Shanghai was
Chiriliuc’s pinnacle of a near two-decade sport career. At the same time, it
was also an historic moment for the Israeli wushu team. Chiriliuc is a prolific
former junior wushu champion and many-time European champion. she has
also competed in traditional wushu competitions. In 2022 she had the honor
of being chosen to compete in the Birmingham TWG.

In Israel, she is a sports celebrity and has featured on the national sports
channel as well as newspapers and other media to further promote and
popularize wushu in her country. She is also teaching wushu to the next
generation of young athletes.

Scan the QR code and read her story.
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SeneqaleseishiSian
| Ousmane Gueye (sev)

Ousmane Gueye’s first sport passion was football which he played in Senegal as
a child and teenager. But he fell in love with wushu and in 2016 started practicing
the sport at the age of 17. His first competition was in 2017 during the first edition
of the Dakar League, and when he realized his huge potential in wushu, he started
to specialize in Nangun and Nanquan. Gueye made history for Senegal at the
2022 Birmingham TWG, for not only was he selected as one of the world’s elite
athletes to compete in the games, but he was also chosen by the IWUF to represent
Africa in a meeting with the IOC President Thomas Bach, where they talked about
wushu’s status as an official sport in the Dakar 2026 YOG.

While continuing with his own training, Gueye is also helping to coach Senegal’s
next generation of youth athletes for the upcoming wushu competition in the 2026
Dakar YOG.

Scan the QR code and read his story.
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Interaction on Social Media
#IWUFAOTM #WushuAOTM
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